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THE SEWS THIS MORS1SU.

Foreign..Reports of a farther insalt to the

British flag in Madagascar wateis are received.
- Mauy lives.eight certainly and probably
more.wore lost yesterday by a tire ia a Hungarian
town.-. Five chiMreu were drowned lu a storm

at Barnesl?}-, Eugland. ..- hive deaths from

cholrra liav e occurred in a suburb of Caiio.
Thrre was a riot in Roubaix, France ; six arrests

were made.-- The steamor Niagara has arrived
Ot lliiviiia.

Dotti's nc.Philip Hansel age thirteen, at¬

tempted to eu/nmit suicide at Scranton, Penn., yes¬

terday.== Charles H. Stratton, known as " Tom
Thumb," died at Middleboro, Mass. :

Mrs. Chandler, mother of Secreearv
Chandler, died at Concord, N. H. ==The Chan¬
ning memorial wiodnw at Newport was dedicated.
.. John Kenney, of Dunmore, Pouu., was shot

While huming. Cora Standford, of Wheeling,
\v\ Va., is miseiiiK* with her lather's colored coach¬
man. A railroad agent ut Koossngton, on the

Illinois Central, was bound, gagged and robbed.
('HY and .Subcrban..The telegraphers of New-

York, Brooklyn and Jersey City held a red»letttt
meeting yesterday an 1 drew up demands on their
omploiera =-- Mace and Slade anived ou the

steamship Alaska, ss==s Denis Kearney wat refused
a bearing by tue Central Labor Union. == Many
persons visited the bror.lio-.^--= Mr. Wiman de¬

nied a story about Mr. Vanderbilt. A oian was

shot and instantly killed iu TliirJ-ave.
Tbs Weather..Iiuboxk local observntiont in-

.theale cloudv weather and light rain, followed hy
blear or fair weather ami slight chauses in tem¬

peralure. Temperature yesterday : 1 lithest, 88°;
lowest, 71J; averatre, 70V.

Persons leaving town tor the season, and summer trar

filer*, can have The Daily Tribune moiled to them,
postpaid, for if1 00 per month, the address being changed
mt often at desired. Thf. Daily I Rimxi: will br sent

toany address in Europe for $1 60 per month, whick in¬
cludes the ocean postage.

The death of Geuenl Tom Thumb will
cause much regret among .the young and those
who still remember their youth. For all the
world, he was the leadiug mau among little
men. Since he first appeared iu public, to

long ago, mauy mite* of human.;y have been
pushed forward as his rivals; but they never

have enjoyed such fame as his. Tura Thumb
and thf> Siamese twins, ot harmonious mem¬

ory, will long be sung and mourned as the
best-kuown of human curiosities.

Tbe contest over thc United States Neuator-
ahip in New-Hampshire hits been represented
in many quarters as an indication that the
Republican party in that State was all out of

joint and going' to piece*. It is nothing of
tbe kind, as is shown in a review of the situ*
arion which appears in another coluinu of this
paper. Mr. Rollins'* defeat is properly at¬
tributed to the activity of the personal ene¬

mies whom ho has "x)een unfortunate enough
to make. But the party is all right and likely
to come out of the struggle eutirely uninjured.
A good mau will doubtless be sent to tho
Senate, and thc Republicans will carry the
btute next year at usual.

Elsewhere in this impression aro printed
some interesting observations on New-Mexican
society, suggested to a correspondent of The
Tkibi-nk by the unique exposition now hold¬
ing ut Santa Fe. Probably no more striking
illustration of the inherent differences of race

can be found in thia country than is presented
l>y this fair. For nearly three centuries and
a quarter the Indians and their mongrel de¬
scendant* had entiic possession of thc land.
They did little or no.tiing for themselves or

the country. The American who has l>een in
New-Mexico ten years is now oue of tbe old¬
est settlers; but his enterprise and industry
and common-sense ideas have simply wrought
wonders in the development of the Territory.
-So fur as progress is concerned, bis ten years
count for vastly niore than thc Indian and the
Mexicali's three hundred.

The biography ot a man of great ability and
worth is always fascinating reading ; but is
especially so when tito person described has
not been widely known at ali. aud yet, pos¬
sessing exceptional merit, has been worthy of
worid-wido renown. It is like briisl let into
a great secret. Such a sketch will be found
on another page of The Tm ur m. this mum¬

ing. The subject of it is Willum Spottis¬
woode, late president of the Royal Society.
It is difficult to express the feel in sr of loss
which the early death of such a man causes

in tbe distinguished but narrow circles where he
waa best known. Ur. Spottiswoode was only
fifty-four.in the full vigor of middle life.
and although he had accomplished a great
deal, mach more was expected of hit won¬

derful intellect and energy. The sketch re¬
ferred to will not only interest philosophers
aad students ; practical business men will find
ia it hints of no little value.

lt is a habit peculiar to the authorities of
the French Republic to sentence such Com¬
munists as violate the laws against public dis¬
order (which seem devised especially to tempt
them) to long terms of pnoishment; snd then,
if matters move quietly, to pardon tho cul¬
prits before theyhave served out half theirterm.
To this idiosyncracy the lower classes ia
Franco have a complementary folly. It is
generally seen when ono of their number gets
himself sent to prison for a few years. The un¬

lucky prisoner's friends immediately got together
and denounce the Government with all the
violence so polite a language as French will
allow. Of coane that is tba worst thing they
caa do. Their denunciations only make the
authorities more unrelenting. Take the case
of tito half-crsty agitator, Louise Michel. She
sass boen sentenced to bs locked od for six

rears, but would probably get outin half the
lime if lier followers would only keep quiet.
And that is the only thing they will not do.

. ¦ *.

The treatment which Denis Kearney re¬

ceived yesterday at the hands of the Central
Labor Union is in striking contrast with the

way he wat received here a few years ago.
Then Tompkins Square was crowded with
workmen to bear him speak, and the police
took extraordinary precautions to overcome

the riot which it was feared the sand-lot
" orator " might incite. Yesterday the same

Kearney, who is just as respectable as he ever

was, was not even allowed to address the
delegates in Clarendon Hall. At the time of
the Tompkins Square meeting a good many

people thought public safety demanded that

Kearney should be locked up. The result has
proved how wise it was to do nothing of the
kind. Left to himself, Kearney has t.ilked
himself out, and has shown himself to be so

utterly worthless that he is now cast out by
men who are really no belter thau he ie. But
we fear that the Central Labor Union is
becoming captious. A week or so ago it would
have none of General Butler; yesterday it

repudiated Kearney !

THE FIRST MILESTONE.
It is not likely that tl:© 16th of July, 18S3,

will be remembered by the average citizen as a

notable day, but the historiau in describing the
early steps in Civil Service Reform will record
it, with tome interest, as the day on which pat¬
ronage appointments to the clerical service in the
principal Government offices became unlawful.
To-day tbe six months allowed by the new

law, within which to got its machinery in work¬

ing order, expire. No person can now be ap¬
pointed to the positions named except after
success in the examinations. The immediate
change will be imperceptible, but its eflect will
bo marked in no long time. Probably it will be

some months before the prolessional politician
fully realizes that it will lie of no use for him to

drop into a secretary's or coirmiBsioner's office
and ask for a idace for his " man."
In spite of some delays and some mistake*.

fair progress has been made thus far. The
various rules and regulations adopted to govern
examinations and appointments have seemed
judicious, in the main, and the earnestness with
which the Commissinueis have applied them¬
selves to their work has shown the coitutry that
the Reform eli.ut is a sincere one, aud that the
experiment is to have the most favorable trial
its friend* can give it. The wornt mistake tbe
Commissioners made.the selection of Mr.
Keiui as Chief Examiner.was fortunately nut
of lasting eft.'ct. If they wore surprised, and
perhaps a little sore at heart, as they seemed to

be, at the severity with which that action was

criticised, the lesson must have been useful in
reminding them that they were to be held to

the same strict accountability as Government
officials themselves, and could not expect to
make poor appointments with impunity he-

cause their motives were knt-wn to be good.
The least pleasant incident of these tix months
of preparatory work is the z"al which various
officials at Washington and in some of the cities
have shown, according to report, in filling va¬

cancies with personal appointees before the
entrance of the new regime to-day. It is not
likely that any largo number of such appoint¬
ments has been made. The pressure of appli¬
cants and the necessities of tho public business
combine to prevent the existence of many va¬

cancies. But, if tbere have beeu any made at

all, the fact only points the moral that the law
was needed, and that its enforcement must be
guarded as well against the hostility of poli¬
ticians in office as of those outside.
The attitude of the Democratic party toward

the refm m during these, six months has been in¬
structive. When the subject was under dis¬
cussion in Congress last winter, and public
sentiment was aroused, a largo shure of the
Democrats in Congress did not dare to oppose
the Civil Service bill openly. Many did what

they could to ruin it by amendments ottered in
pretended good faith. But few daied to op¬
pose it on the final toll call, except Democrats
from tbe South whose constituents care

nothing for [efoim and everything for "appro¬
priations." Of the five Senators who voted

against tlie bill, all Democrats, four were fioui
the South; of the forty Demi>crata voting against
it in the House.onlv seven Ucpublicans joining
with them.thirty-two were from Southern
Stat***. The Northern Democrat*, who then
pretended to bow to public sentiment, were

no linne in favor of Civil Servite Ita form than
the Southern Democrat*. Tliey thought they
would u wait till it blew over.'' They evidently
think it has blown over. The public is occu¬

pied more with other matters now, aud tin-
Democratic r.ewspapert think it safe to sneer at
Civil Service Keforin, and declare that all the
Kopublicnn office-holders shall lie turned cut
when they come into power. A few months
ago some of thtm were claiming toe law as of
Democratic origin. Kow the Democratic Con¬
vention in Senator Pendleton's own State ig¬
nores it, snd him. Democratic conventions all
ignore it, aud Democratic newspapers eveiy-
where abuse it. Does any intelligent man be¬
lieve that if the Democratic party came into
power the Civil Service law would be worth
tho paper it it printed on t

IS IT AN ECONOMICAL PARTYT
Thc Sun argues that the Democratic party it

an economical party. Ky way of making good
its assertion lt refers to what a Democratic
Congress accomplished in 1S75-'7C. That Con¬
gress saved, if 'Ihe Sim is correct, u thirty mill¬
ions in lound numbers for the same items, ss

"compared with the previous year."' The
country rememlvers two interesting facts in
reference to this particular teat of rcouomy.
It remembers, in the first place, that it was ac¬

complished by stopping tito fat I mail, by plac¬
ing the army on a skeleton basis, by withholding
the regular appropriations from sundry depart¬
ments, and by similar exhibitions of unwarrant¬
able sud unpatriotic penuriousness. It re¬

members, ia the second place, that tho bogus
character of the economy was further demon¬
strated by the deficiency bills which followed
hurd after it. If that is the best example of
Democratic economy that it hat to ofter, then
The Sun can hardly make out its case.

Hut is there a better example t How about
the course of Democracy in this State as bear¬
ing upon the question 1 Tho records show tbat
taxes haTS boen highest or debts most slowly
paid, when tho Democrats have been in
fall control of tho State Administration.
The bounty debt of the State arnon uted
to about $21,000,000. Ia lour years of
Democratic ascendancy something over

$5,500,000 was paid upon that debt. During
the tame period, tho Repablicaas boin ir st the
head of Ststo affairs, there was paid on the
same account over $19,500,000. Then look
at tlie treatment which the recommend¬
ations of tho Tax Commission received
at the hands of the Leguldu ret of
1882-'b3. .Both those Legislatures were Demo¬
cratic. To past the recommendations into laws
would have boon rn illiout of dollars ia the
pockets uf the taxpayers, aad yet they wera en¬

tirely disregarded.
Wo are afraid that after so exhauttive exam*

ination our contemporary will be forced to j
conclude that although the Deroociatic patty
msy thine as an apostle of economy in the ab¬
stract, it cannot successfully pose a-a disciple
of economy in the concrete.

NO PLATFORM NECESSARY.
We venture to suggest to the Democrats a

new departure for their campaign next year.
Their greatest and most difficult problem is

evidently going to be the conti ruction of a plat¬
form which will stand the wear and tear of
the campaign. In IMO the platform instead of
helping them was the cause of their min.
When they found out that it was hurting them

they tried to jnmpofl and mn the canvass with¬
out it, bnt that scheme was not a success.

They could not get away from tho platform.
They do not want to get into a similar scrape
in 18S1, and yet they arc certain to if tliey
adopt a platform ot tho stereotyped order with
a series of declarations. All their old declara¬
tions have been tried and lound unpopular; still
they contain everything which the party hold*
dear. If they attempt any new declarations
thry will construct them in such a way as to
seem io express one thing and mean another.
Declarations of that sort ure always danger¬
ous and are more likely to do harm than good.
Besides, they deceive nobody.
Of what advantage would it be to the party,

fer example, to put iuto the platform a straddle
ou the terifi qaestion f Everybody knows that
the party ia in favor ot tree trade and will
ab dish protection if it it intrusted with
power. In regard to civil service reform, alto,
what use would there l>e in making any declar¬
ation 1 If a plank wore tobe inserted in favor
of reform, everybody would know it was

worthless. If one were inserted against it, il
would m inply be the unnecessary confession of
a notorious and undoubtedly damaging ti nth.
These two questions are destined to be the
leading issues of the next campaign, and will
be the only planks is the party pit Ifull which
will have any intlurnce. If tho Democrats
had the courage of their con viet ion* and wero

willing to define their real attitude in the plat¬
form, they w»uld say : " RttolveJ, That we are
u in farm of free trade and aganut all civil terv-
u ice*reform, eicei t that which turns over all the
"offices to the. Democi«(>.'' If they would make
a plat foi rn like that and go into the campaign
with it, they would bo beaten, bnt they would
have the unusual sat ic I action tl knowing that

tln-y had been manly und honest.
We have no idea that they will do this, and as

the next best plan for thom to follow, we vent¬

ure to sugifest that they go into the campaign
with do platform at all. There never wna

n party which needed a platform le-ts. Kvery-
body knows precisely what the Democracy
h\ inda for, and precisely what its aims are. lt
rita'ids for a "change," and its aims are all
summed up iu a single phrase.- a clean sm esp."
If it has any other principles, except free Hade,
we do not know what they are. Any kind of a
platform which exitressoa what Jndge Hoadli
calls u new and living" priiciples will not only
be ¦ feeble fraud, but it will lie in danger of
getting the candidate into trouble willi the lank
and tile of the party by awakening a suspicion
that he may take the declarations in earnest
and leave the boys out in the cold after he hus
bern put in oflirf. It will be a gnat dral
simpler for the party to go into the light with¬
out auy platform whatever, merely appralirg
to the country to put the Democrat* in noner

ou their merits. I jet- all resolutions be, tl.rowe

to the winds, and the war-cry be "'Kali fora

Change! Give us a Clean Sweep!" That
would make au uncommonly interesting can¬

vass, and for oner the Democracy would have
a platform tliut they would not have to ruu

away from as soon as the campaign got Lot.

AHI /,'10A V L11 ERA IURE ASD THE % TAG E.

Englishmen are discussing much nowadays
the success of Mr. Irvin,?, and tbe significance
of the popularity of his magnificent Shake¬
spearean revivals. The Earl of Lytton, who, nt

the son of the author of " Richelieu," and
himself a distinguished mau of letters, natur¬

ally takes a deep interest both in literature
and the stn:e. ll Iel to nnk, ni an article iu
fhr Fortnightly R<rinr, for an explanation of
the fact that the English literature ol' to-day
and the Knglish stage aro uot in close alliance.
In almost every other country the stage addi
steadily to the national literature.. Dramatic
literature did not end in France with Corneille
and Moliere, nor in ({i-rniinv with (iorihe and
Schiller, nor in Italy with Allieii, nor m Spain
with Calderon. In these countries great writers
have held tho sta;;e, ami some nt ill hold it ;
and the people look in part to the theme
for mw li'eratui'c, as in England uud
the United States they look to the publishers.
In England lin- Poe! Laureate has just made a

distressing failure a* a drauuititt.which prob¬
ably doe* not nis-un much, however, beyond
the Ead that Mr. Tennyson cannot write plays.
The incident is worthy of mention became it
is an exceptional instance iu this generation of
a great Knglish writer soaking the stage. There
nre many English playwrights, and among
them aro men of ability. It is also true that
distinguished authors, like Charles Keade and
Wilkie Collins, who are nof distinctively play¬
wrights, have written st.Vcessfiilly for the
theatre. The fact remains that tho Engli-.li
stage of to-day is uot literary, aud doo* not,
to any considerable extent, contribute to lit¬
erature.
The same is true in even a more marked

degree in this country. Few of the present
active generation of literary iueu have had
any connection with the theatre. Mr. Howells
bas written two or three successful plays, and
Mr. Koker has just revived an old one written
many years ago. Mr. James lately produced a

comedy which was destined for the boards,
but which ii was finally thought best to pub¬
lish in The Atlantic Monthly. Here and th. re

an author of established fame has written a

play, or a playwright has produced ono

claiming consideration as s literary work.
But the large band of new and successful
writers that have como up since the civil war

have been working mostly iu tho field of

printed fiction. There has been a tomewhnt
abundant crop of native dramatists, giving
various persons, who did not know that there
had been for many years a considerable body
of good dramatic literature in this country, the
impression that "American. plays'' were now

being written for the first time. It must bc
said that the work of tho new growth of
dramatist* is, for the most part, without any
literary quality whatever. Those who have
won success have done so, usually, either by a
shrewd aud painstaking realism, or by depicv-
ing tome eccentric type ot American character
which has served to carry a play of, probably,
a low literary grade. It cannot be said that
this condition of things exists because there
is no disposition to encourage the native drama.
This has been a view which disappointed
dramatists have frequently enlarged upon in
letters to the newspapers. We think an Im¬
partial observation will show that the truth is
the other way. Every theatre-goer must have
seen plays here which could never have gained
the stags by their merits ss dramatic compo¬
sitions, oe by their suosotaion of that deep

Inman interest which is s universal lan¬
guage, and in ikes a story of passion and
trial intelligible and absorbing, no mat¬
ter in what quarter of tho world it. is told.
So far from there being nny bau upon Ameri¬
can plays, it is plain that it is often their
Americanism, and uot their dramatic excel¬
lence, which secures them a hearing. It is
certainly not the lack of a welcome to uative
dramatists that stands in the way of a closer
alliance between literature aud the tinge in
this country, as is unmistakably shown when¬
ever a play of real merit, such as Mr. William
Young's " Pcndragon," makes its appearance.
Certainly it is not the lack of stimulus to our

writers, because successful playmaking is
probably the mo3t profitable form of literary
work at tho present day.
Lord Lytton seems to have no explanation

to offer of this state of affairs in England, ex¬

cept, perhaps, to s lggest that the public taste
is not sufficiently high. What is the explana¬
tion here ? Several might bc offered.the new
commercial system of management, which
takes no thought*of dramatic art; the intense
modern life, which loads people to look to the
theatre more and more for mere diversion ;
the undeniable prevalence of superficiality and
triviality. If the great dramatist is the product
of his time, it must be conceded that tho
present conditions of the theatre bern are not
highly conducive to his development. But it
must be remembered that the dramatic faculty
is a distinct one. The dramatist is born, not
made ; and his appearance cannot be calcu¬
lated like that of a comet.

MOSEY~AND~BUSINE8S.
The general business of the country con¬

tinued to improve last week, and a feeling of
greater confldenre aud hopefulness prevails.
This is due in part to better crop prospects,
and in part to NitiV'arto.y financial conditions
at the monetary centres. It is even conjectured
now that gold may presently begin to como
from Europe iu largo amounts, whereas not
long ago there was apprehension of large
specie exports- The exchauge market has
grown much weaker, it is said be¬
cause ol shipments of lorain and
provisions purchased at the recent
decline, and because of foreign investments in
American securities and lands. Hut it is quite
possible that too much importance is attrib¬
uted to these influences, and that the workings
of thc new tai iff will be lound a potent cause

of change in our financial relations.
The July report of fhe Agricultural Bureau

confirms the geinial Iv Iii f t hat thc condition
of wheat changed greatl} for the better in June.
The Uureau now promises a yield of about
I2fi.000.000 bushels, but thc rains that have
fallen in the Notthwcsl since the July reports
were forward, d to the Iturcuii, and the favorable
weather that has prevailed almost everywhere,
might perhaps justify a still higher estimate
at tin's time. With the surplus remaining
from last year, the country will certainly" have
all the wheit it can consume or sell, unless
ihe foreign demand should lie decidedly
larger than it has been during the past
year. Telegrams from London represent
that "wheat estimates are increasing gener¬
ally throiiL-hout Europe," but Mr. Kains-
Jackson still strives to encourage British
lin mers to lielieve that print will not go
lower tlinn they are, unless temporarily. In
the lo/! week of June the average pi ice in

Kn'..dish towns was only Pis. (ML per quarter,
or C shillings below the average foi the past
ten years.

I'siik, lani, cotton and oil all turned down¬
ward last week. The fall in providions is by
some attributed to fear ol the yellow fever nt
the South, but the action of tin; Connan
Cioveriiment, discriminating against American
lani, pioi ably had more effect. In view ol' thc
ttstinioiiy given in the Mel lench-I-'o'.vlcr con*

tn.uisi, it docs not seem .strange that the laid
of this country should bo distrusted abioail,
and it can hardly be expected to recover

favor clinicly until bernis of trade and
other commercial bodies take stringent meas¬

ures to insure its purity. The price of
middling uplands cotton tell li-t w.'ck within
a sixteenth of 10 cuts; the apprehension of
(iitlicti.ty between France and England was

mentioned os a cu ilse. Petrol tim tell shaiply
from -"fl 1 I to £1 Olio for ciude, without nny
material change iu tho statistical jxjsition ;
the full is supposed to lie due entirely lo the
operations ot rivnl speculative cliques.
There whs BJSSBS iinpioveineiu iu the dry-

goods trade, but prices still favor buyers. A
large auction sale of blankets at low prices
and a further slight decline in print cloths
were the noteworthy features. Coffee and
sugar were weak and depressed, while ocean

freights were rendered more firm, not by un

itu reuse of exports, but by the decrease in

tonnage available.

Accounts of recent sales of ram |Miltery aud brie*
a-hrar in Kngtaml are BOl pl-usant reading tn such
Americans as havn invested in collections in the

hops that the S|iecnUtiou would prove successful iii

filling their pockets at some tuturi* tims. Hie Duke
of Marlborough, linding lils income insufficient to

keep the pot hulling ut Hleiihoim as he likes to maka
it boil, hus bann trying lately to raise a few pounds
ky selling Ins 1 .inc g'-s enamels. The catalogues alons
at a guinea apices brought $.).fiO0, but the enatue s

sold much below their value. One Uno plaque
li ..ii.lit ,-r'." .-00, but plates hy Jsan Cuurtois only
brought *.~..">o The Duke, after trying to sell a

tabls inlaid willi tine Sevres, which once had be¬
longed to Mario Antoinette, for $30,000, stoppsd
tko salo in disgust.

PERSOSAL.
"

Ex-Speaker Heifer it travelling in Missouri.
The Kev. (leorge K .Pentecost, of Brooklyn, oc¬

cupies* (Itt pulpit of tho Old South Church, Huston,
tins uiont li.

'His Hon. W. W. Thomas, who has been appointed
I'nited Stat'-s Minister to Sweden, will sail for tho
sc- ne of bis new duties on Hsto.fdsj next, from Ibis
port.
The injnry from which Mr. Justin Mcdrthy ls

now suffering svus caused hy a blow on the shoulder
from one ot tho twinging doort nf tho House of
Commons. Ai first tbs hurt was deemed trifling,
but he liss now been ordered to take absolute rest
anti quiet for the remainder of the session.
According to an Ispahan letter to Dat Echo, of

Beilm, tho real cause of the recent journey of the
eldest son of the Shall, Zill Kssultan Maksud. to
Teheran, was not ouly the illness of bis father, but
bis anxiety to press upon the Shah bis long-cher¬
ished object of securing new privileges for tho
Cbrittiss population of the province of Ispahan, of
wbicb he is tnt Uovurnor. In this be succeeded, aud
obtained the Shah's consent to issn* a SSStSt IS*
Isasing Christians from some of their social and
political burdtns. On bis return to Ispahan tbe
Prince was received by tho Christian population
with a nmg inti cent ovstion.
The brothers Jotra and Janos Clark, who wera ia*

mare friends of Professor Morts, sud' whoss father
mada the first telegraphic instrument* used by tht
great inventor, ara still living in Washington. One
ot them assisted Professor Morse in fighting for his
patents in tht courts, aud relates many interesting
inoidsnts of tbat tims. " Ono day," ht toys,
"Morts was particularly disgusted. Tho opposing
lawyer bsd spent tht day in trying to convince the
Court that he (Morse) knew nothing shout elec¬
tricity, sud therefore could sot have invented the
apparatus. Then said Morts I 'I do sot pretend to
know all about electricity, er where it comes from
or goes to i 1 only know that s battery at ooo sud

nf a wire will make an effect on a magnet at the
other snd, and 1 simply applied a system of dots
anti dashes as signals, and finally as sn alphabet,
uno tbat is all I claim.'" At another time Professor
Moue became so tired of the vexatious suits that
ht exclaimed to his friend; "Clark, whatever you
do, never get a patent. It's more trouble than it s

worth. Never get a patent." Shortly after. Clark
uudc an improvement in oue of tbe instruments by
which it worked much bettor, and on sboitmg it to
Mont the ol'! iiiiin's face lighted np. "Clark, get a

parent ou if-,'' sard he. seeming to forget his own
tr..uhles. Clark did get his patent, aud realized
h.iudioinely on it.
Now that Germany it about to celebrate the four

hundredth anniversary* of Martin Luther's birth,
i' is culled to mind tbat in an obscure Thuringian
hamlet live two of the great reformer's undoubted
neil., descendants, who bear bis name. One is a

carueuter, the other a theological student Under
law they each enjoy.aud their male descendants,
forever.in comaderatiou of their ancestor's ser¬

vices, the following; bounties from the public funds:
On confirmation, fifty thalers (about $37 5f>); on

apprenticeship to au v trade or calling, tifty lhalsrs,
and on marriage, a third tiftv (balers.an aggregate
of #112 50, to which every male descendant of
Lather is entitled, on condition that he is continued,
lippivii ticed and married.
A precocious pstriot wat " Ban " Foraker, the

Republican candidAts for Governor of Ohio. The
c_jft Gazelle relates that once during the Fremont
canipai.u of 1850, when ilag-raisiiigs and uiaas-

mectiugs were tbe universal order of the day tn

Ohio, " Hsu's " parents left him and bis older sister
at borne while they went on a week's visit sevtral
miles away. The ten-year-old boy se;sod upon tbe

opportunity to bars a ftag-rnising of hit own. So he
went across Rocky Fork aud prospected aronnd
until he found a tall, straight sassafras pole that
exactly suited his ideas. With a borrowed hatchet
he felled the saphug aud trimmed it, and then
started to convoy it home. It was a job that would
bave discouraged mauy a mau, but little "Ben"
knew no backing out. Having conveyed it labori-
isu -ly to tbe edge of the Fork, he swam across,

pushing bis prize before him. Then came the tug
of wat. Th* hank up which tht pole was tobe
taken was loug, sleep aud rugged.little abort, iu

fact, ot a clift". His sister wau enlisted in the cause,
mid with her help "Hen" finally got the trouble¬
some stick where he desired it. Taking a couple of
cudd's petticoats, respectively red and bim*, sud
tome white muslin, he evolved a flag, fastened it to

the top ot the pole, called ia all ol the neighbors'
boys, and raised it. Tue enterprise cosl him a

week's hard work, but he did lt, and when his folks
returned ft Fremont Has.not very elegant, but us

patir.tu; aa the u. si.floated in triumph over tbe
yard. _______________

GENERAL N01ES.

Nearly all tho Alpine Clubs are now provided
willi puotograpliic apparatus, aud una. r their auspices
some rtfjf tine photoxrapat of the most inaccessible
peaks lian-liei-n taken.
An adventurous traveller lias performed the

faur ol w.tliiu. across the entire conti neut of Australia
a itttttant of '.,000 miles. In 120 days. Sometimes fully
100 miles int'-rvi-iii-d itetweeo Minina habitation...
The annual reveuue of St. Paul's Cathedral,

I.i.minii, ls now $1.5.000. Ot this sum $10,000 ls paid
lo tim IX .ni and $0,000 eacli to trie t tiree canons in real-
d'-nrc. The tnaiutena .ec of worship lu the Cathoura I,
linn- ..-luleiit uf tuc stipends to the clergy, costs $11,000
a year.

It is perhaps not genemlly known that the
culture of the cinchona, fi mn tin-burk of widen quinine ls

extracted, has recently entered upon an euUrely new
phase. In lsots the seed of tin* finest and rarest quality
of tht ciiic'iima tree was IsttSxhued into .Tn^a, and since
that tlun- thc Hutch nave drvelupei its quinine-produc-
Ui( piupeiilrr willi extractdniury .skill.

A man in Ohio a lew nights siro was roused
out of his slumbers by a bur* I sr. Us pursued the fellow
with a ohoi-Kiiu, but did not succeed lu shooting him.

Moou tie burglar rame to a river and plunged In, but uot

being a swimmer, be sank and was drowned. And now

the (.rand Jury bas Indicted thc householder for murder
in Un- ttrst ilir-ree for nut going to the a-sisluuoe of tho
sirs.w iiini; mun. This ls strange. In view of the fact that
bad he prevumsly shot the burglar ntthing would have
hern dune to tum.

The Liverpool Presbytery of the English
Presbyterian Church lt agitated over a motueutous

question. a few dayt ago a clergyman
ma.1.- a motion that at a certain church
meeting, toon to occur, tbe members of the pres
byiery should all appear In their natural attire. Tats
vague but linnie inly meant proposition instantly ex¬

cited au acrimonious debate, and the hapless brother
who mash- thc motion was besieged with questions as to
wiiiit constituted the "naiural ait.ro" of * clergyman.
One bret ber remarked that hs hail three natural attire-,
sown iiiui builds when he prescued, ordinarv curbing in

social Ins, and when he went tn bet! something else uot
Bumed. And ho wauled to know in which or these he
was rxpect'-il to appear ar lue m-rting. New churches
have !>..«. ii urganiied ou questlous liol mucu mons Imper-
taut lhau mi*.

The dish mail traiu on tho Holyhead line
bad a narrow escape from au extraordinary danger on

July'J. Tbe signalman at Llanduduo Junction received
a message from conway tuat a locnuuuve, will,nut a

tralu, was oomlug, and knowing that the Irish mail was

due os decided to run the approaching locomotive ou

a tiding. Accordingly he pul om the signals, bul to bis

aiuaiviurnt tbe eugine ran into thejuncliou al full speed,
swept past all the danger slgualt and around (he curve and

disappeared down the Uno tawan! Chester. With rare

In i un lon tue signalman emir laded I hat nulli en*in*er snd
iii eiumi must be asleep, aud ne arcordluyly telegraphed
to Colwyn Cay station: " Kuglue coming, driver
ii-slscp. i'ut fog slgualt on line." The mun st Colwyn
Hay was i quail v alert, and Instan'Jy comprehendipg the
situation, ru-shed fmra his box aud had Just time to place
tue i..rpe<l<»-s ou the tiaek beioie the fiyiug locomotive.
ills BTBlntBOS ol the imp*.iocs awoke Ihe sleeping
ui ii and tho locomotive was ruu iipuu a side track out bi

the war of tie. irish mail. The es.itsllilnn sf the die-box
and buller showed that tbs engineer and tl:en.au
li.ul liisu asleep .oms lime. They wer<- lunn.dian-ly dis¬
charged. Om- ot tue morals of the occurrence In-.- lu thc
fact that thc nieu had beau on duty itfituu hours.

An old man ninety-three years of age, a na¬

tive of 8paln, hus Just returned from this country, where
be has bs en living many years, to his native taniL Then,
la nothing remarkable about this, but the prodigious
family which sccoiupanlsd him back was certainly re .

nmrkable. It consisted of alxieen daughters, twenty-
three si.ns, thirty-four grituddaughtur*, forty-seven
grandsons, forty-five groat granddaughters, thtrty-uiue
great-grandsons, three great-great-granddaughters, and
m-v.-ii!r tui. sons-in-law aud daughters-in-law, making
In all two hundred and seventy-nine persons. The old
mun had bots three times married, and his oldest son ls

now seventy years or age. The ship upon which he auJ
his astniiMlum? family colony went to Kr.ropc bcluugs to

lum, iiiui ls euiniiiiinded by one of his numerous grand¬
sons. Nut witlisl.ui.lune his age the old gt'iilleirau enjuvs
excellent hs.dth. Kv erv day he takes two hours gym¬
nastic Blt!BIBS, walks for two hours, snd directs thc sdu-
ea'inn nf his great-granilchildreii. He lin never used
spirituous liquors tn any form, snd Coes not smoke, lie
will shortly be presented st tbs Court of Madrid.

.lune _.) wnft I day of mourning in Aix-la-
Chapelle, forou tl.ai day twenty buildings sud a part of
thc quaint hut magnificent Motel de Ville, the pride of
Alx sud ot the Kuiplre, wore destroyed by Ure. Floating
cinders lodged in the east tower of the grand old struc¬
ture, high up iu the air and oomplotely out of rouge of
thc llltputian puiii.ilng-nia-.blns of the Firs Department.
Below stood twenty thousand people pr.-et. d back to a

respectful distance by a regiment of Infantry, anxiously
watching the vain movements of tue fireman as they
scrambled along the root of the great building. Wtthlu
half au hour after the cry "das Haihaut brennt" wu*

hturd on the home-tops and in tho strtcts, both of the
towers were wrapt tn names. At 4:30 o'clock the ancient
tiaie-plece lu the weat tor-sr mournfully struck tbs half
hour, and scarcely had ila echoes died away when tbs
tower swayed lound fro for an Instant, and then amid
the groans of the people, went plunging down Into the
.lousss below. The steady and untiring work of the
firemen, ald.-d hy a stillness In the air that was marvel¬
lous, soon secured contvol of tbs flames. Ou tbe
second floor sf tbo Uathaus ls Ute great coronation
hall, oar. of the largest and moat Interesting
apartments tu Germany. It Ison* hu udred and sixty,
two feet long, sixty feet wttie, aud twenty-eight and a
half feet burn. Ia lt thirty-two kings and i we! _ queens
have feasted during their coronation festivities. Tho
principal ci.Jsits of Interest in this ball are IBs fres¬
coes of Alfred Kettie 1. which welt executed between th*
years 1946 and 1850, aud take first raak lu tbe fresco
art sf ihe German Kmpire. They portray eight of tbe
most fatuous Incidents In the life of Charlemagne. For¬
tunately tbit id nu ls protected by an arched iron roof
which withstood the shock of tailing debris, snd ttasreby
saved the frescoesfrom the fats which seamed Inevitable.
Tue beautiful facs.de and tbs famous council chamber,
wbers tho treaties ot lotta aud 1748 were tigued, were
alto sav rd.

POLITICAL NEWS.

If the Republican organs In Pennsylvania
are an Index, tbe ticket nominated at Harrisburg ls tba
must acceptable obs placed la tbs field in many years.
There ls Bot a shadow st dissatisfaction witta lt apparent.
Tbs papers with tbs most proaouussd lndepeudest ltaav
lngs ara as hsarty la their praia* of tbs candidates as tbs
most uncompromising party organ- The platform weald
bs equally aocsptable If lt ware not for tbs plank on Civil
Service Reform. Tbe fault found with thu is thai it lt
net explicit uuougb. But saide from kbit there ls aotfl-
lng In the ticket or the platform to cause a breath of
o_i*ti*(aotls_. So Um Fsaatj Ivauia KsouhUsans Will

.,. , ,m
enter upon the osnvast uudsr peculiarly fortunato slr.
ouinttaoset,
Georgia ls ons of tho few States that rwmaia

to be dlvldeil into Congressional districts under (tte uew
appcruontnent. The Stat* has t-a BepresenUUvi *, at
increase of ons over the old number. Tbs Legist itara
wsw In session will undertake tbs rsnrran 7S_ent of th*
dlstrlcrs, and a disposition is shown to have bs little
gsngrap iipalgerryma'ideri,ig about tbe work os po* dide.
One bill already introduced makes the small-it sod tbs
lars.-est district vary In population by oulr 12,000 Ae-
(-orditi^ io this measure, tits color-d people wnullex.
ceed tlie whites in six of tbe tea districts. And ye* th*
Bourbons doubtless have the most acreue eoir.kl- nee
tbat, i-ven wan this arraatvment. t.iey can send a solid
Congressional delegation to Washlugtcn.
The old style of .campaigning by joint uV >ato

ls coming into ase again. Tbe two candidates tor doy.
ernorln Kentucky are stumping itaeStste together aad
croatinu: much diversion for the people whether they
are making any rotes or not. The Republican and Dem¬
ocratic nominees for the Iowa Governorship are a)»
making preparations for Joint discussions of th* Its*.**
of the csu vasa This will add nsw zest to a campaign
which already promised to be more than ordinarily |».
tereailng. The two parties are clearly antagonized on
two issues.prohibition sud the tariff. Tbe Republicans
stand squarely for a prohibition o' the manufacture end
sale of intoxicating liquors and for protection to Ai.-ii>, i-.

can industries, while the Democrat* are stalBtt buts.
A joint dlsoutslou wUl prevent aay uoigiug vu either
tide.

Tho brutal attempt of two Bourbon papers in
Richmond to ar usc race prejudice hat met with sa

Ignominious failure. They seised npon ths appointment
of two colored trustees in tbat oliy to try and twaksa
the p_tiu.ua of the whits people, hopisc to tura lt ts

political advantage. TU* design was to (righten tbs
White adherents of Mahonc inio deserting bim aad ts
leave him with no support hut the eoio*ed voters. Tba
bourbons quickly discovered, however, tbat they were

oa tbe wron, track. Plain Inttmetiuns oame to them
from outside the .state as well as In it, that the Deutoo-
raoy could noy afford to raise tnat issue and lt wa*
dropped a great d. ai quieter than lt was takeu up. e*
toe Virginia Buurbous will nave to bunt srouud for sonia
other issue witta which to rally meir brokeu sud deiaor-
allssd column.

A huge odiGce of hope is being built up bj
the Di'i.iocratt on their expectations lo tbo fall »l ciioat.

The "dates are few ia which general elections are to be
held, but to all of them the Democracy it looking for
encouragement. The party organs enumerate wini

much aaiis.actioa the States that trill certainly ne car¬

ried, sud then aid : " If Ohio also goes Democratic the
I'r.'sidi-iitial elect;o:i -will bc decided." There are, how¬

ever, a few party papers that see further Into thc future
Uniu the maj.inly, aud they are continually throwing
out uncomfortable hluts. The Mobile Register, tor la*

stance, concludes a statement of the political sim. tina
tn tine way: "We must ko slow oa the tariff if wo would
oiitaio tbe advantages which the people will probaoly
place in the hands o. tbe Democratic pai ly tn tuc ap-
prt.acbing October aud November elecuous." Tha: is

good advice no doubt, but it is not very niling.

CougTessmnm Springer, of Illinois, hos been
the subject of a good deal ot pointed tareatm, bot what¬

ever blt failings lt was oevsr supposed that he lacked
the courage of blt convictions, lu a recent trautaeiloa,
however, be dost not figure very creditably. Char.et
Ki. gely, au lrou manufacturer uud a Democrat, but a

believer in protection, asked Mr. Springer to meet Pro-
lessor Denslow, of Chicago, at different places in the

Congressional distriot ot the former and discuss tbe

tariff question. It was supposed tbat .Springer would
bo eager to air his opinions on the subject, bm to the

surprise of every one be declined thc offer on thc ground
that Professor Denslow was aol sufficiently weil known
to make bim a desirable opponent witb whom to debate
tin tanti. He says, however, that lie li willing to meet
bena or Cidlom. doubtless knowing that ibo latter wu.lld
uot consent to such an arraiiKcment. Tue cont iu,.tims
wa. In winch .-springer wriggles out of tbe u i-iuei* will
deprive bim of wast Utile respect he has ruiauod
among people.

THE DRAMATIC WEEK.

At midsummer the stage is out of date. Ir
a summer climate like ours crowded ae*euib!.e« are in¬

tolerable. Most of the Sew-York theatres, accordingly,
are closed. The lillie Mad:-uti Square Theatre, which ta

kept cool by axiiUcial u.i-.m, reniaiut open ali summer.

and. Indi ed, all the year round, lhere may be seuu ths
mild drama of " The Rajah." The Casino, Ukewise, re

mains open. " Prince Melhuaaleni " was produced Mers

last Monday.ss already recorued in this Journal. Mr.
Rowe's fare ofo " Pop " bas been successfully transferred
to ilav.-rly's Theatre, by Mr. Samuel Colville, now tbe
sole manager ot tbat house. The Cosmopclitau Theatre
was closed, with some precipitation, ou Saturday nigut,
July 7. " The rest is silence."
At this tims of tbe year statements about what will

happen In tbe theatres next season are customarily
published to-day in order that they may he contradicted
to morrow, and the little minnow journals of the hour

print articles to Instruct real newspaper* at to the way
in which they ought to perform their duties. There ls

nothing like a spell of downright hot weather to develop
thi.se Juvenile essayists and country correspondents
whose mission lt ls to teach old uiana*ert how lo manage

and tell other writers to wnie good articles. It seems

never to occur to these preceptors that tbey have an op¬

portunity of writing tbe good articles themselves, er that

the private business affairs of tbcairical managers are

likely to be well understood by those whom they con-

c ru and that they do not conoeru tbe public. This, we
mean to say, is, theatrically, the deed season, when
not ii int of importance goes on ia tbe tacit r s ead noib

mg partis nany worth saying ie to be said about thea.
In this city the lull is profoundly peaceful. So 1st us
leave ii.

PUBLIC OPINION.

DOESN'T INTERVIEW WORTH A CENT.
/tots 7"S« i'inri/ina'< Coism/risol OauttS.

General Want was iu Cidunihns last nijht,
bm be wouldn't b* interviewed, lie was on his way
borne i-<-in Court In Marrow County. He said, amoag a

erowd ot newspaper men aud politician., of both par¬
lies:
" I will not be ' interviewed.' Why, tbrts* lnterriesers
i« t:.f lueaiies' fellows om. Tbey print nil you don't

say, .-nd ibey don't print what you do say. One of these
Commercial Oaiette meu did thst for mis at cl rum itt
ths ol her dav. 1 was almost inclined to get mad about
ll. My wile, now, thought lt very funny, but I didn't.
You see, thc mau esme to mr ufBee, and mu shown lute
uiy private room, where I was very busy.
" Hays I, . Who are youf
"Pays be, ¦ Psa a Commercial reporter.'
" Saya I. ' Are you an interviewer f
¦ Says he, . Thai's what I came for, an Interview.'
" Kaya I. Do you print what . mau save, or whst ht

doii'i tay I" Anti he said, 'We try to print wast be
says.' Now, my office ch rk it an excellent stenographer,
aud I Just culled OBI, 'Clarence, come here.' And. win-ii
be had brought paper and pencil. I diras led him to re¬

port verbatim what lie heard. Then I turned to Ths
Commercial man and nodded that I was ready. Ile
asked int some trivial question. I replied. ' 1 don't with
lo be Interviewed.' He a.-ken another, and I replied tue
tame way again. Then he cloted np blt uote-book and
went off sud pul'llti.ed. oh. ever so much, and I told how
I was mad, ute., wheo, in fact aud reality, I was Jolly-
quiet like, bul Joiiy.because I enjoyed lt very ntucu.

A BOI T NOT TO BK DESPISED.
yVom The Qalt'Ston Anet i Dem.)

Tho boltiug of the Democratic ticket la
Ohio, for the reasons siren, by the ton of so di i.i-

guithed a Democrat aa Ex-Seuator Thurman, eaa
scarcely fall to affect considerably the morale of tut
Democratic campaign.
REASONS FOR EXPECTING REPUBLICAN SUCCESS.

iYom Tht Viva HtraUi t R^p.)
It is only necessary tor the Republican purty

to to clearly deserve success as to command tbs .as¬
sort of us uwn uitinbeit. ia order to obtalu thst suc.-ss*,
with ths acquiescence of n very considerable and very
important factor ct thu Democratic party. We lake lt
that there are just as many Republicans lu New Yolk
State as tbere wore two years seo, when Garfield and
A nhill were acroided 20,000 uiujonty. We have never
.catii of a Republican wbo voted for Cleveland in UWtf,
or wbo helped on Cleveland's tlectlon by refutlug te
vote at all, wbo docs not expect tu oo-operati- with tua
Rt publican tarty In thc future. Wc know of the exittcues
everywhere of the oonvJctinn that the Republican partv
must show itself o*i>s'ole of united sud tuccesiful work
m New-York tins \ ear, iu order to nold the state for ths
Rspublicau Presidential candidate ia 18S4. We have
lound this feeling so universal that we are literally
driven into the belief that tbere uever waa a year wbea
the Republicans were In better ioma to carry the mats
than this rear. Ws have found the hatreds, the bitter-
neates and the factionalisms of last year burned oak
They were so mtt-nte that tuey have cons.uted each
other. Ws believe that Republicaus have gotleu thro
with hanlin,* each otber. Ws are confident that tat

approaching Republican .tate Cor B'ii um *"' l*oe!alm
the gospel of peace. We havs never ye* tear-d to fasts
tue enemy with a uuited Republican parly. We are bo*
afraid of the cue.xy now.

A PAPER TU UK ENVIED.
trio* The Buffalo Express, July H.,

If happiness beget*-, happiness, ami ii a news*

paper ls capable or feeling, bow happy mutt be i its'

New-Yohk TribunkI Its nts. III Kuna made Ave trna*
dred of ths pom children cf the great heated etty happy
yesterday, by giving them a trip all tb* way up tab

noble linds .a t.< Trey, whenoe they were to proeeei tt
tho Lake champlain region. lu this eas thing suroly, "

lu none ether, Tbs Thiiii-k Is o paper to be envisd.

WANT TO TALK ABOUT SOM-THIWQ ELS".
(Mu ms*. Uttsr ls Ths CUnvUnd Lomdot.

Writing about lion. John H. Huchtol reminds
ms sf s story he used to 1*11 oa ta* stomp, which lt quits
anreoos to tue present attitude or Mr. U >adly and tb*
Democratic party toward the Scott law. A good Chris¬
tian mother ot Mr. Bucbtsl's soqualnUiice had a sob.

Johnny, ob whose Infant mind she every maning touf-J
to Impress the genii.- teaehltgs of the founder or Chris- .

Hanny. Theo abe would " tarn him ont to trass * ts tht

front yard with tbe admonition, " Now, Johnny, stay la

th* yard." Bat, like all boya. Jobnay wat out to tat
sire*. Twice, thrice, tb* mother easts out sad rec.Hst
his- Finally shs said: " Johan/, If you do this agata I

shall oat a switch sad whip you.'' Twenty minutes later.
Johnny, from Ue street, looking book la the yara whit*
bs bad again deserted, discovered hit ma.ess reacafsl
into a cherry-tree toe a gad. Before tat bsd secwred rt
be had scudded back, aad whs* sb* twrasd sreoad, Usft
stood ooo of too meekest, innocentest, quietest _ ltwt

chaps, witt a saintly txpresaisa feesauig tait* Uttm
lil tb*** word*ouiMi-f sweetly Into Mt> tongo*i "OK
!__*_. Isi's talk towt wort aboai Jtsuo" li M


